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January ith, 1853. 
Me. Ord, President, in the Chair. 

A ]etter was read from the Hon. J. P. Kennedy, Secretary of the 
Navy, dated Navy Department, Washington, Dee. 25th, 1852, acknow- 
ledging the reoeipt of a copy of the Preamble and Resolutions adopted 
by the Academy on the 14th of that month, approving the recom- 
mendations and suggestions contained in his recent report to the Presi- 
dent, and his efforts for " the encouragement of missions tending to pro- 
mote scientific researches in our own and other countries." 

The Secretary also expresses to the Academy " his peculiar pleasure 
in taking advantage of the opportunity to signalize, by an official com- 
mendation, the meritorious labors of their fellow member Dr. Kane, and 
to enable him, with such aid as he could bestow, once more to embark 
upon a sea of adventure, in which his philanthropy and love of science 
have already won him equal and imperishable honor : and also trusted, 
that with the support of the Academy, and the countenance of the Go- 
vernment, he would return after his second Expedition to the Arctic 
Circle, with new claims to the congratulations of his friends, and the 
applause of his country." 

A letter was read from Mr. J. P. Lapham, dated Milwaukie, Wis- 
consin, Dec. 16, 1852, offering to exchange specimens of objects of 
Natural History for copies of the Journal and Proceedings. Referred 
to the Publication Committee and the Curators, with power to act. 



January IDA. 
Mr. Ord, President, in the Chair. 

A communication was read from the Geological Society of London, 
dated Nov. 4th, 1852, acknowledging the reoeipt of late numbers of the 
Proceedings. 

A communication was also read from Prof. Frazer, Chairman of a 
Committee appointed by the AmerioanPhilosophical Society, " to act 
in concert with Dr. Kane, and such societies as have determined to act 
in conoert with him, in carrying out the scientific objeots of the pro- 
jected Arctic Expedition," dated 30th Dec. 1852, expressing the desire 
of the Committee to give their assistance in any plan for forwarding the 
objects of the Expedition, which the Academy might think proper to 
suggest. Referred to the Committee previously appointed on this sub- 
ject. 

Dr. Le Conte read a paper intended for publication in the Proceedings 
of the Academy, entitled "Descriptions pf twenty new species of Cole- 
optera inhabiting the United States ;" whioh was referred to Dr. Zant- 
zinger, Dr. Pickering and Dr. Leidy. 

Dr. Woodhouse presented a paper for publication in the Proceedings, 
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describing a new species of pouched Kat, of the genus Dipodomys, Gray; 
which was referred to Dr. Bridges, Dr. Le Conte and Mr. Cassin. 

Dr. Le Conte offered some remarks on the genus Dipodomys, and stated that 
he had recently been investigating the specimens of that interesting genus in 
the Collection of the Academy, and had come to the conclusion that it contained 
several species besides those already known. The fortunate arrival of an un- 
doubted specimen of D. Phillipii (Gray) from California, and which, by the 
liberality of Dr. Heermann, is now in the possession of the Academy, has 
enabled him to complete the study of this genus, and the results will soon be 
made known to the Academy in a monograph, now in preparation by himself, 
on the North American Myoxina. 

He exhibited to the members five species of Dipodomys, and pointed out their 
specific characters, which are to be found in the length and color of the tail, and 
in the form of the antitragus of the ears. In other respects, both in form and 
color, the species resemble each other very closely. These differences, he 
stated, could not be the result of age, as the specimens, with one exception, 
were full grown; he stated, moreover, that the specific differences were similar 
to those found in the genus Myoxus, to which, by the form of the scull, and by 
the absence of the postorbital process, the genera Dipodomys and Perognathus 
show the closest resemblance. With the group of Dipoda, in which the former 
genus is placed by European systematists, these genera have no relation. The 
five species known to him may be thus grouped. 

A. Tail much longer than the head and body, furnished towards the tip with 
a brush of long hairs ; antitragus short, broad and very distinct. 

1. D. Phillipii Gray, Ann. and Mag. Nat. Hist. 7, 522: Audubon, 
Quadr. of America, pi. 130: Wagner, Schreber's Saugeth: Suppl. 3,295. SchinU, 
Syn. Mam. 2, 93. 

Tail brown, with a whitish vitta each side ; outer third dark blackish brown ; 
tip pure white. Sacramento Valley; Dr. Heermann. 

2. D. agilis Gambel, Proceedings Acad. Nat. Sc, 4, 77. 

Tail brownish, with an indistinct whitish vitta each side ; outer third to tip 
nearly uniform pale brown. San Diego ; Dr. John L. Le Conte. 

B. Tail as long as the head and body ; hair at the tip scarcely longer ; anti- 
tragus very short, indistinct. 

3. D. Heermanni. Tail brown, becoming black towards the extremity, 
•with a broad white vitta each side ; tip pure black. Sierra Nevada ; Dr. Heer- 
mann. (Specimen not quite adult.) 

C. Tail shorter than the body ; hairs on the outer third very long ; ears mode- 
rately small ; antitragus obsolete, 

4. D. O r d i i Woodhouse. Tail brownish, with a broad white vitta each 
side ; long terminal hairs pale brown, white at the base. El Paso, Texas ; Dr. 
Woodhouse. 

Of the fifth species there is a single specimen labelled " James Read, South 
Carolina ;" this locality seems doubtful, as all the other species are from the 
western part of the continent. It seems to belong to the first division, although, 
as the outer portion of the tail is wanting, we cannot be certain of that fact. 
The length, however, of the individual caudal vertebras, indicates a tail similar 
to that of D. agilis, with which it agrees in color. The ears are somewhat 
larger than in that species, and the antitragus is large, broad and obtusely 
rounded at its summit. For this species the name D. Wagneriis proposed. 

Of Perognathus there are now three species known. 

1. P. fasciatus Wied, Nova Act. Leopold Car. Acad. 19, 369, tab. 34 ; 
Wagner, Schreber's Saugeth. Suppl., 3, 612 ;' Schintz, Syn. Mam., 2, 259. Mis- 
souri Territory. 
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2. P. penicillatus Woodhouse. Procesd. Acad. Nat. Sc, 6, 200. New 
Mexico. 

3. P. parvus Lee. Cricetodipus parvus Peale. TJ. S. Exp. Exp. Mam., 
p. 53, pi. 13, fig. 2. 

A specimen procured by me in the Desert of the Colorado of Southern Cali- 
fornia, differs only from Peale's original specimen from Oregon in having the 
■whiskers partly black ; it is apparently a more adult specimen, though not 
larger than the one in the Exp. Exp. Collection. An error occurs in Peale's 
description and measurement, where the tail is stated to he longer than the body; 
it is in reality a little shorter than the head and body, reaching just in front of 
the ears, when laid along the back. 



Dr. Charles M. Wetherill presented to the notice of the Society speci- 
mens of fused Asphalte from Hillsboro', New Brunswick, which variety 
of Asphalte he had characterized as Melan-Asphalt, in a paper read be- 
fore the American Philosophical Society in July last. Dr. W. remarked 
that Chemists, who had pronounced this variety of Asphalt infusible, 
had not properly experimented with it. He had recently fused it in a 
German flask; it flowed with a level surface and was poured out, after 
which it hardened. It is remarkably electric both before and after 
fusion. 



January lSth. 
Vice-President Bridges in the Chair. 

A letter was read from the Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, 
dated Washington, Dec. 20, 1852, acknowledging the receipt of late 
numbers of the Proceedings. 

Dr. Hallowell read a paper intended for publication in the Proceed- 
ings, " On some new Reptiles from California ;" which was referred to 
Dr. Ruschenberger, Dr. Heermann and Dr. Woodhouse. 

Dr. Le Conte called the attention of the members to a description, 
with a plate, by "Wesmael, of the Mexican ' Ant, in the Bulletin de 
l'Acad. Royale de Bruxelles. Wesmael considers the characteristics 
sufficiently well marked to form a new sub-genus, Myrmecocystis. 

Dr. Bridges, on behalf of the Publication Committee, announced the 
publication of Part 3, Vol. 2, New Series of the Journal. 

Dr. Kane asked that an estimate be made of the expense, &c. of ma- 
terials necessary for the preservation of objects of Natural History in 
the proposed Arctic Expedition. Referred to the Committee previously 
appointed to confer with Dr. Kane-. 



January 25$. 
Vice-President Bridges in the Chair. 

The Committee on Dr. Le Conte's paper, describing new Coleoptera 
of the United States, reported in favor of publication in the Proceedings. 



